
 

 
 
TO:  Mayor and Councilmembers 
  Gary Halbert, Interim City Manager 
  Shawn Hagerty, City Attorney 
 
FROM: James Jeffries, City Clerk 
 
DATE: July 11, 2025 
 
SUBJ: Updated Meeting Materials – July 8, 10, and 11, 2025, Special Meeting 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

(1) Public Hearing for the Selection of Up to Four Retail Commercial 
Cannabis Businesses (CCBs) with Up to Four Alternate CCBs and Finding 
the Action Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15303.  (Planning and Building – 
Sawa) 

 
The attached correspondence for the above-mentioned Item was received by 7:00 a.m. 
on July 11, 2025, and is provided for your consideration. 
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From: Sandi Sawa
To: Gary Halbert; Shawn Hagerty; James Jeffries
Subject: Fw: IMPORTANT INFORMATION BEFORE TOMORROW’S DECISION – Misrepresentations by Applicants
Date: Friday, July 11, 2025 6:22:00 AM
Attachments: IMG_0495.PNG

IMG_0496.PNG
IMG_0496.PNG
RPReplay_Final1706833861.mov

From: Rebecca Abbott 
Sent: Thursday, July 10, 2025 10:26:00 PM
To: Cannabis Info <CannabisInfo@cityofsanteeca.gov>
Cc: John Minto <JMinto@CityofSanteeCa.gov>; Rob McNelis <RMcNelis@CityofSanteeCa.gov>; Ronn
Hall <RonnHall@CityofSanteeCa.gov>; Laura Koval <LKoval@CityofSanteeCa.gov>; Dustin Trotter
<DTrotter@CityofSanteeCa.gov>; Sandi Sawa <SSawa@CityofSanteeCa.gov>
Subject: IMPORTANT INFORMATION BEFORE TOMORROW’S DECISION – Misrepresentations by
Applicants
 
Dear Mayor Minto and Councilmembers,

I’m reaching out with urgent and verifiable information that I believe you should consider
before finalizing your licensing decisions tomorrow.

During recent interviews, multiple applicants claimed that they have never defaulted on
payments to vendors. This is demonstrably false. Some of these same applicants, including
March and Ash, currently owe tens of thousands of dollars to small, independent vendors —
many of whom have been left unpaid for months or even years. 

Worse, there is video evidence of the owner of Off the Charts (OTC) bragging about
intentionally stiffing “mom-and-pop” vendors. This is a pattern of conduct that reflects how
they do business.

I urge you to review the attached material and consider whether this is the kind of operator
that should represent the City of Santee.
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