
 

 
 
TO:  Mayor and Councilmembers 
  Gary Halbert, Interim City Manager 
  Shawn Hagerty, City Attorney 
 
FROM: James Jeffries, City Clerk 
 
DATE: June 12, 2025 
 
SUBJ: Updated Council Meeting Materials – June 11, 2025 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

(6) Public Hearing for the Development of Fanita Ranch, to Consider 
Certifying Final Recirculated Revised Environmental Impact Report 
Including Second Recirculated Sections (ENV-2025-0003, AEIS 2022-4, 
AEIS 2017-11), and Approving the Fanita Ranch Development Plan and 
Development Review Permit (DR-2025-0001), Vesting Tentative Map (TM-
2025-0001), and Conditional Use Permits for Public Parks (CUP2025-0001 
and CUP-2025-0002), and a Fire Station (CUP-2025-0003).  (Planning and 
Building – Sawa) 

 
The attached correspondence for above mentioned Item was received after 4:00p.m. on 
June 11, 2025, and was not included in the original memo. 
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We ask the City Council not to approve the Project until it has taken into account pertinent new 
information from the LA Fires and other recent studies regarding fire behavior and mitigated 
accordingly. The Center would welcome an opportunity to meet with City representatives to 
address these concerns.  

Sincerely,  

Meredith Stevenson 
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STAFF REPORT 

PRESENTING THE SANTEE FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONE MAP AS RECOMMENDED BY 
CAL FIRE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT AND ASK CITY COUNCIL TO RECEIVE REPORT AND 

PROVIDE STAFF DIRECTION 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

APRIL 9, 2025 

BACKGROUND 

Prompted by the devastating Oakland Hills fire of 1991, Assembly Bill 337 (Bates, 1992) 
called for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) to evaluate 
fire hazard severity in local responsibility areas (LRA) and to make recommendations to 
local jurisdictions where Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) exist. (CA GOV 
51175).  

Between 2008 and 2011, CAL FIRE worked with local jurisdictions to make 
recommendations of the Very High FHSZ within the LRAs. CAL FIRE provided the City of 
Santee with their recommendations on June 11, 2009. The City adopted those 
recommendations into the Santee Very High FHSZ Map on October 28, 2009.  

New legislation, Senate Bill 63 (Stern, 2021), now requires the adoption of all three 
(Moderate, High, and Very High) FHSZ classes in the LRA. Previously only Very High FHSZ 
were required for adoption in the LRA. These new zones are based on scientific analysis of 
factors such as fuel loading, topography, fire weather, and historical fire patterns. In the 
State Responsibility Area (generally unincorporated areas), CAL FIRE directly maps and 
designates FHSZ and provided each jurisdiction with a FHSZ map for their area on  April 1, 
2024. In 2025, CAL FIRE began to roll out customized maps to LRA jurisdictions, beginning 
with Northern California on February 10, 2025 and finishing with the jurisdictions located in 
San Diego, Riverside, Orange, Imperial, San Bernadino, Mono, Inyo, and Los Angeles on 
March 24, 2025.   

The City of Santee received its LRA map on March 24, 2025.  

DISCUSSION 

What Are Fire Hazard Severity Zones? 

Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) are classified on their likelihood of experiencing wildfire 
and the potential severity of fire behavior. These zones help guide fire prevention efforts, 
building standards, defensible space requirements, and public safety planning. The three 
classifications are: 
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• Moderate: Areas with a lower likelihood or intensity of wildfire. 

• High: Areas with a significant risk of wildfire occurrence. 

• Very High: Areas with the highest likelihood of wildfire occurrence and severe fire 
behavior. 

CAL FIRE’s Role 

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) plays a critical role in 
the identification and mapping of FHSZ. Using science-based models that consider 
vegetation, climate conditions, topography, wind patterns, and fire history, CAL FIRE 
develops FHSZ maps statewide that are updated periodically to reflect current conditions. 
CAL FIRE provides these recommendations to local jurisdictions for adoption.  

Local Jurisdiction Responsibilities 

State law requires local jurisdictions to take specific actions regarding the CAL FIRE 
recommended FHSZ: 

1. The City must make the map available for public review and comment within 30 
days of receiving CAL FIRE’s recommendations (April 23rd).  

2. The City must adopt (designate) the LRA FHSZ map within 120 days of receiving CAL 
FIRE’s recommendations (July 22nd).  

3. The City must transmit a copy of the ordinance to the Board of Forestry within 30 
days of adoption.  

4. The City must provide the adopted map to the county recorder, county assessor, 
and county planning agency.  

5. The City may increase the geographical extent and hazard level of CAL FIRE’s 
recommended zones.  

6. The City may not decrease recommended zones.  

By adopting these zones through an ordinance, local agencies ensure compliance with 
state law while enhancing community safety from wildfires. 

Implications of FHSZ Designations 

The adoption of the new FHSZ map has several important implications for property owners 
and the City: 




















































	FROM: James Jeffries, City Clerk
	The attached correspondence for above mentioned Item was received after 4:00p.m. on June 11, 2025, and was not included in the original memo.



